
Ethiopia: an opportunity to paint
with art tutor Eleanor White

24th September to 9th October 2019
(with an optional extension 

9th to 19th October )

with Rufus Reade Tours
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PAINTING IN ETHIOPIA

For 25 years, Eleanor White from 
Bridge House Art, Ullapool has 
been the guest painting tutor on 
Rufus Reade Tours:  we are therefore 
delighted to present this opportunity 
to paint in Ethiopia with her. Ethiopia 
is an extremely beautiful place with 
a variety of landscapes, very special 
churches in exceptional locations, 
and a bird life accustomed to humans 
close by. There are  vibrant markets, 
and everywhere stunning colours. 
A warm dignified welcome awaits 
visitors and those who pause to 
paint will find local people interested 
in their work. Ethiopia became an 
isolated cradle of Christianity which 
developed quite separately from the 
Mediterranean-based faith. There are 
strong links with a Jewish ancestry, 
and the Ethiopians celebrate their 
links with King Solomon through 
his relationship with their Queen of 
Sheba. This journey takes us through 
the north of the country to see the 
important sites at Lalibela and Axum 
where there are significant churches. 
During our travels we will see the 
daily round of agriculture so there will 
be opportunities to stop, sketch and 
paint. Where facilities allow we will 
have a short illustrated lecture from 
Eleanor on most days. A tour extension 
is offered to the eastern walled city of 
Harar which enjoys the status of the 
fourth holy city of Islam. The extension 
includes a few days seeing the natural 
world in the Awash National Park, and 
at Lake Awassa, part of the Rift Valley, 
The extension ends at Flamingos Lodge 
before we drive back to Addis Ababa.

Flights and Visas

Flights are not included in the price of this holiday and may be booked separately. The best options are 
flights to and from London directly to Addis Ababawith Ethiopian Airlines. The airline schedules are nor-
mally available 10 to 11 months ahead of travel dates. Ian Dickson Travel in Edinburgh are aware of the 
requirements of this holiday and can book your flights: contact Mark Robson on 0131 556 6777, once the 
tour is confirmed. Alternatively you can book your flights directly with Ethiopian Airlines. An online visa 
can be applied for by British nationals for Ethiopia without surrendering your passport.

HIGHLIGHTS
Guest painting tutor Eleanor White
The rock-cut churches of Lalibela
Axum with its obelisks and ancient remains
Landscape and churches of Gheralta

HIGHLIGHTS of EXTENSION
The walled city of Harar
Awash National Park
Lake Awassa Fish market
Flamingos Lodge

Tour leader for both main tour and extension is 
Rufus Reade
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of Nakuta laab inside a cave. 
This will provide a full day of 
painting.  Third night in the 
Panoramic Hotel,  Lalibela.

1st October    Leaving Lalibela, 
there will be opportunities 
to observe the rural life 
of Ethiopia and a chance 
to sketch. We’ll break the 
journey at Mekele for the 
night.

2nd October    Today we’ll 
drive from Mekele to Gheralta 
which is famous for its rock 
cut churches scattered over a 
dramatic landscape. Overnight 
Gheralta Lodge.

3rd October       We’ll choose 
one accessible church which 
we can all reach for a day 
largely devoted to painting.  
Second night at Gheralta.

4th October    A full day in 
this most fascinating area of 
dramatic mountains rising out 
of the level plains. Third night 
at the Gheralta Lodge.

5th October   Drive to Axum 
via Adigrat, through the 
Adua mountains, where the 
Italian army was so decisively 
defeated by the Ethiopians at 
the end of the 19th century. 
We’ll pause at Yeha with its 
remarkable square temple of 
disputed antiquity (?500BC). In 
Axum we will stay for three 
nights in the Yeha Hotel, with 
its views across the town, and 
the occasional perching kite!
6th  October    A full day of 

The Itinerary

24th September    Target flight: 
21:00 hrs flight from London 
Heathrow to Addis Ababa 
with Ethiopian Airlines.

25th September     Arrival 
into Addis at 06:35 in time 
for breakfast before driving 
to Debre Birhan (about three 
hours drive northeast of 
Addis). Two nights in the Eva 
Hotel.

26th September    A full day of 
painting around Debre Birhan.  
Overnight Eva Hotel, Debre 
Birhan.

27th September    Drive on to 
Kombolcha with opportunities 
to sketch on the way. One 
night in the best available 
hotel in Kombolcha.

28th September     Drive to 
Lalibela, with some stops to 
sketch the rural scene. Three 
nights at the Panoramic Hotel 
in Lalibela.

29th September    The 
important pilgrimage town 
of Lalibela has about a dozen 
churches carved out of the 
rock. A full day of painting 
will be possible. Second night 
at the Panoramic Hotel, which 
as its name suggests looks 
down from a spectacular 
escarpment.

30th September    We’ll drive 
a short way out of Lalibela to 
visit the remarkable church 

2019 JOURNEY DETAILS
Location  Ethiopia
Dates   24th September     
  to  9th October
Duration  13 days
Max   15 travellers
Price   £tba
Single room supplement: £tba
Deposit  £tba
Tour Code  RR 04/19

Extension 9th - 19th Oct
Duration 11 days
Min  5 bookings
Extension  £tba
Deposit  £tba
Single room supplement: £tba
Tour code:      RR 04/19 EXT
What’s included:  Accommo-
dation in 2/3 star hotels and 
best available guesthouses, all 
meals unless stated, all land 
transport by road as described 
in the itinerary and a local 
flight, entry to all the sites 
mentioned, and all tips. The 
main tour is accompanied by 
our British painting tutor. The 
tour and extension are both 
escorted by Rufus Reade.
What’s not included: Your 
international airfare, drinks, 
painting materials, personal 
travel insurance, laundry, 
phonecalls, and your Ethiopi-
an visa.
The tour is organised by Rufus 
Reade Tours, 40 Pilrig Street, 
Edinburgh EH6 5AL 
rufusreade@blueyonder.co.uk 
or 0131 5541078
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painting in Axum, where we 
can take advantage of the 
curious sight of the fields of 
obelisks (fallen and upright). 
Overnight in Axum.

7th October     A day full of 
sketching possibilities, and 
for those who’d like an hour’s 
walk through the fields we can 
do some drawing at the lovely 
monastery dedicated to St 
Pantaleon. Overnight Axum.

8th October    We’ll check 
out of our hotel and catch our 
flight to Addis. Farewell dinner.

9th October     Catch the 11:00 
flight to London.

END OF MAIN TOUR

EXTENSION
The theme of the extension 
will be birds, animals, general 
views, and sketching but there 
will be no teaching or talks. 
The extension will be
accompanied by Eleanor White 
& Rufus Reade.

9th October     Catch the flight 
to Dire Dawa from Addis 
Ababa. Today there will be 
opportunities to paint around 
the town of Dire Dawa, with
interesting architecture and an 
open air market on the river 

bed. Overnight in Dire Dawa.

10th October     Using Dire 
Dawa as our base we will visit 
Harar, about an hour and a 
half away by road. Harar is a 
remarkable walled city,
known as ˜the City of Saints” 
and an important centre for 
Sunni Islam. A day devoted to 
seeing the town. Overnight 
Dire Dawa.

11th October     Our drive 
westwards to the Awash 
National Park will take about 
6 hours. Two nights in the 
circular tukul huts of the 
Awash Falls Lodge.

12th October      The Awash 
River with its mighty falls 
make this a lovely place to 
pause, for walking, painting 
and bird watching. Second 
night in the Awash Falls Lodge.

13th October     A six hour 
drive takes us to the Simba 
Lodge on the shores of Lake 
Langano. Three nights at the 
Simba Lodge.

14th October     We’ll spend 
today around Simba Lodge, 
with views of the lake, and a 
rich variety of birds. 

15th October  Day trip to 
Awassa to see the fish market 

where the birds gather to take 
advantage of the fishermen’s 
catch. Return to Simba Lodge 
for the night.

16th October     Leaving 
Simba Lodge we’ll drive two 
and a half hours to 10,000 
Flamingos Lodge, which offers  
excellent birding and walking 
around the two lakes, Chitu 
and Shalla. It is said that you 
may even swim in Shalla Lake 
with the flamingos!

17th  October      We’ll 
enjoy a full day based at the 
10,000 Flamingos Lodge 
with opportunities for 
birdwatching, swimming and 
relaxing. The Lodge is at an 
altitude of 1650m in an area 
characterised by semi-desert 
and savanna in the Central 
Rift Valley, with many hot 
springs. Overnight 10,000 
Flamingos Lodge.

18th October     Drive to Addis  
for a final night at the Ghion 
Hotel.

19th October   Drive out to 
the airport for our flight back 
to London Heathrow at 11am, 
arriving 5pm.

Rufus Reade Tours, 40 Pilrig Street, Edinburgh EH6 5AL    
T: 0131 554 1078               E: rufusreade@blueyonder.co.uk 
www.rufusreadetours.com                    VAT No: 202654931
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