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Rufus Reade Tours



Flights are not included in the price of this holiday and should be booked separately, once the tour has 
been confirmed.  Options include flights from London or from Edinburgh via a European hub, into 
Delhi. The airline schedules have now been published so booking a flight once the tour is confirmed is 
recommended. Ian Dickson Travel in Edinburgh are aware of our needs and can book your flights: con-
tact them on 0131 556 6777. Alternatively book direct with BA. Target flight: BA leaving Heathrow at 
11:20 Arriving 01:15 (+1). Upgrades possible. Return flight leaves at 11:05 getting into LHR at 15:10.

Highlights of this tour
 Only 2% of Bhutanese tourism reaches Eastern Bhutan where this holiday begins.
 The Punakha monastic dance festival, the tsechu, is one of the very best in 
 Bhutan.
 The fortified monasteries/dzongs of Trongsa, Punakha, and the unfortified mon 
 astery at Gantey are amongst the most spectacular in Bhutan.
 The sight of the black-neck cranes coming into roost each evening amongst the  
 dwarf bamboo is very moving. Both Royal Manas National Park (in Bhutan) and  
 the Manas National Park (in India) provide some exceptional sightings and 
 usually few other visitors.
 Elephant rides are  being phased out across India, but they are still available in  
 the  Manas National Park, and provide a wonderful way to begin the day!
 A free day in Delhi.

Holiday summary
This tour to Bhutan takes advantage of the eastern access point at Samdrup Jonkhar. From here we drive into 
the Himalayas to begin our visit to the eastern and central provinces of the country. Bhutan is divided into 
areas which surround important fortified monasteries. These usually dominate steep river valleys and once 
controlled important trade routes. The valleys of the east give way in the centre of the country to a more open 
landscape which was where early Buddhism first flourished. The historical links with missionaries like the 
great 8th century saint Padmasambhava are still celebrated. We will drive westwards till we reach the great 
dzong at Punakha which dramatically dominates at the confluence of the two rivers, the Mo Chhu and the 
Pho Chhu. Here in February we can expect to see a huge gathering of Bhutanese in their very best clothes as 
they come together in and around the monastery to celebrate amongst other things the defeat of the Tibetans 
in 1639. In a nearby valley, the black-neck cranes have spent the winter. By mid-February they are ready to 
return to their nesting grounds in Tibet. The Probjikha Valley is one of the few places in the world where they 
can be seen. The tour includes two nights comfortable camping in the Bhutan Royal Manas National Park 
and  three nights in a lodge in the Indian Manas National Park. The holiday concludes with a full free day in 
Delhi. The tour is led by Rufus Reade who has been travelling to Bhutan for 16 years and is a regular visitor to 
India.



The itinerary

4th Feb Fly from London to 
Delhi. The transport will meet the 
BA flight. Transfer to our Sheraton 
airport hotel. (_/_/_)

5th Feb   Early morning 
transfer to the airport for check-
in. Fly at 0740 from Delhi to Gu-
wahati, capital of Assam. Drive to 
the Bhutanese border at Samdrup 
Jongkhar and check-in to our 
Hotel Menjong for our first night 
in Bhutan. (-/-/D)

6th Feb    Drive up through 
the Himalayan foothills from 
Samdrup Jongkhar to Tashigang. 
Two nights in the Druk Dejung 
Resort. (B/L/D)

7th Feb   From Tashigang 
we’ll take a road north to a weav-
ing village which we may be lucky 
enough to find local weavers at 
work and/or selling their  beauti-
ful handloomed cloth.  Overnight 
at Druk Dejung Resort.  (B/L/D)

8th Feb     Drive from Tashi-
gang to  Mongar. Overnight at 
Wangchuk Resort. (B/L/D)

9th Feb     We’ll drive from 
Mongar to the lesser visited com-
munity of Lhuntse, the ancestral 
homeland of the Bhutnese royal 
family. Overnight at Wangchuk 
Hotel. (B/L/D)

10th Feb    Drive from Mongar 
to the more open landscape of the 
Bumthang Valley. Check-in to the 
Rinchenling Lodge. (B/L/D)

11th Feb   After breakfast we 
will begin our visits to the import-
ant monasteries of the Bumthang 
Valley. Overnight in the Rinchen-
ling Lodge. (B/L/D)

12th Feb   Drive from 
Bumthang  over the pass known 
as the Yotongla to Gangtey. We’ll 
pause at the Chendebji Chorten 
(Buddhist stupa). Overnight at the 
ABC Lodge. (B/L/D) 

JOURNEY DETAILS

Location:  Bhutan (& India)
Dates:   4th to 25th  
  February 2019
Duration:  21 nights
Min:  8 travellers
Max:   15 travellers
Price:   £4295
Single room supplement: £700
Deposit:  £400
Tour Code:  RR 01/19

What’s included:  Accommo-
dation in 3 star hotels and best 
available guesthouses (at-
tached bathrooms in all rooms) 
plus 2 nights camping in Bhu-
tan, all meals (sometime lunch 
will be in the form of a picnic)  
in Bhutan and Assam, bed and 
breakfast basis in Delhi, plus 
final dinner. Meals are indicat-
ed throughout the itinerary as 
(B/L/D) etc.. Your Bhutanese 
visa will be arranged and paid 
for based on passport infor-
mation you provide on your 
booking form.  All land trans-
port by road and by air as de-
scribed in the itinerary, entry 
to all the sites mentioned. In 
Assam two game drives, river 
rafting and an elephant ride, 
and all tips. Accommodation in 
the itinerary is for illustrative 
purposes and subject to avail-
ability. The tour is escorted by 
Rufus Reade.
What’s not included: Your 
international flights, person-
al travel insurance, drinks, 
laundry, phone-calls, and your 
Indian visa (An Indian double 
entry e-visa is available over 
the internet without sending 
off your passport.)
The tour is organised by Rufus 
Reade Tours, 40 Pilrig Street,
Edinburgh EH6 5AL  
rufusreade@blueyonder.co.uk 
Tel 0131 554 1078



13th Feb   Gantey sits in the 
Probjikha Valley below the Black 
Mountains which rise to the east. 
There is an important Nyingmapa 
gompa (unfortified monastery) 
which we can visit. The land-
scape lends itself to a lovely walk 
amongst the fields and farmhouse. 
If we are lucky we’ll see the black-
necked cranes browsing in the 
fields, at the very end of their 
winter in Bhutan, and just at the 
moment when they are about to 
migrate back to their breeding 
grounds in Tibet. Our second 
overnight at the ABC lodge. 
(B/L/D)

14th Feb   Drive from 
Gangtey via Wandue Phodrang to 
Punakha. Overnight at either the 
Hotel Lobesa / Zhingkham Resort. 
(B/L/D)

15th Feb    Every 
year the great fortified 
monastery at Punakha 
celebrates the 17th 
century defeat of the 
invading Tibetans (by 
cunning deception and 
not by force of arms). 
We can wander freely 
through the monastery 
courtyards where every-
one gathers to watch the 
monks dancing: their 
dances tell the great 
religious stories of the 

fight between good and evil. Over-
night at either the Hotel Lobesa or 
Zhingkham Resort. (B/L/D)

16th Feb   Drive from Puna-
kha back to Trongsa and stay in 
the Yangkhil Resort, with its stun-
ning views of the Trongsa dzong 
and the village on the steep valley 
side. (B/L/D)

17th Feb         After breakfast 
we’ll visit the monastery that 
we have seen from our hotel 
(wreathed in cloud?) and then 
drive south from Trongsa to 
Zhemgang in the  Royal Manas 
National Park. First of two nights 
at our specially prepared tented 
camp. (B/L/D)

18th Feb  The most iconic 
species in the Royal Manas Na-
tional Park is arguably the Golden 
Langur, now rare and endangered. 
Our walks will hopefully give us 
a chance to see this handsome 
monkey, as well as the many birds.
Overnight at our camp. (B/L/D)

19th Feb   We’ll drive to Gele-
phu, which sits on the border with 
India. Hotel Khamsang. (B/L/D)

20th Feb Some years ago RR 
Tours pioneered exiting through 

this border post! We’ll be met by 
our team from Manas and be driv-
en to the Bansbari Lodge close to 
the entrance of the Indian Manas 
National Park. First of three nights 
in the Bansbari Lodge. (B/-/D)

21/22nd Feb Our  two full days 
in the Manas National Park will be 
planned to make the most of the 
terrai (flat landscape which char-
acterises the north Indian plain, 
where they meet the Himalayas, 
with an early morning elephant 
ride, two game drives in open-
topped jeeps, and a ‘raft’ trip on 
inflated boats on the Manas River 
(subject to Forest Dept. consent). 
Overnights in the Bansbari Lodge. 
(B/L/D)

23rd Feb Transfer to Gu-
wahati for our afternoon flight to 
Delhi at 15:35. Overnight at the 4* 
Fortune Select Gobal, close to the 
metro station, making access to 
the heart of Delhi very easy. Inde-
pendent dinner arrangements.
(B/-/-)

24th Feb           Free/Independent  
day in Delhi or join Rufus on a 
trip into the city by metro to see 
some gardens and spend some 
time in the Khan Market (good 
bookshops, Anokhi, FabIndia and 

a nice lunch?). Return to 
our hotel in Gurgaon for 
a final supper together. 
(B/-/D)

25th Feb  Transfer to 
Delhi airport for the BA 
international flight to 
UK. (B/-/-)


